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New York is getting a second mar-
itime law firm named Chalos
with the establishment of Chalos
& Co.

George Chalos, until now a
partner with his father, Mike Cha-
los at Chalos O’Connor & Duffy,
tells TradeWinds that there is no
drama behind the split but he felt
it was time to stop being “always
the boss’s kid” and start up on his
own.

“I would never have left the
firm unless my father had given
me both his blessing and his sup-
port in my new venture,” said the
younger Chalos, who is in the
Ukraine to lecture eastern Euro-
pean lawyers and clients on US
maritime attachments.

“The Greeks have a saying that

it’s very difficult for two big trees
to grow big in the same sunlight,
and my father casts a pretty big
shadow,” he explained. “So I felt
like it was time to spread my
wings and do my own thing.”

But the new five-lawyer team,
most of whom have worked to-
gether before as part of one or oth-
er Chalos firm, will continue to
do the same kind of maritime
work as before.

Chalos O’Connor & Duffy has
been associated with defence
work for protection-and-indem-
nity (P&I) clubs, not least in crim-
inal cases involving “magic pipe”
allegations by the US Department
of Justice.

Cases of that type will give the
two Chalos firms an opportunity
to collaborate as they typically
involve several classes of defen-

dants — a shipowner, a ship oper-
ator or manager and officers and
engineers — often all fighting the
same types of pollution-related
criminal charges but needing in-
dependent representation by sep-
arate law firms.

George Chalos thinks the two
firms will be independent
enough to look out for the possi-
bly divergent interests of separate
clients in such cases.

“In a given case, a judge would
have to assure himself or herself
that the representation is inde-
pendent,” he said. “But any par-
ent who has taught a child to
drive knows how independent
it’s going to be.”

Chalos & Co lawyers include
industry veteran Leroy Corsa,
who headed the former Walker &
Corsa before going to Mike Cha-
los’s firm.
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Maritime lawyer George Chalos strikes out on his own

‘Argolikos’ sea trial begins
South Korea’s Hanjin Heavy Industries has
started sea trials on the first ship built at
its Subic Bay shipyard in the Philippines,
the 5,400-teu, $59m boxship Argolikos.
The $1.6bn facility has been hit by contro-
versy with a number of work-related
deaths and alleged cases of malaria.

GEORGE CHALOS: Starting for him-
self Photo: Bob Rust

Glory Ships sells bulker
The Chinese-controlled, 44,000-dwt bulk-
er Glory Ningbo (built 1978) is said to
have been sold to an undisclosed buyer for
$14m.The ship was purchased by Glory
Ships in November 2006 for just $5.25m.

IN BRIEF
Ofer sells double-huller
Sammy Ofer’sTanker Pacific has reported-
ly sold the 300,000-dwt double-huller
Sunlight Jewel (built 1993) to an undis-
closed buyer, probably for a conversion
project.The ship is said to have fetched
$112m. Last month,the 296,000-dwt dou-
ble-huller Bourgogne (built 1996) was
sold for $115m.

Tanker Pacific bought the ship as the
single-hull tanker Front Tarim from Nor-
wegian owner Frontline for $52m and con-
verted it into a double-huller last year.

Tanker Pacific has 11 VLCCs,of which four
are double hull.The single-hull VLCCs are
earmarked for conversion to ore carriers.

Golar LNG posts loss
Oslo-listed Golar LNG has posted a net
loss of $15.7m for the first quarter of
2008, as against a $54.3m profit in the
same period last year. Operating revenue
increased from $53.7m to $58.8m.

The result has been affected by unre-
alised non-cash and foreign-exchange
losses and also reflects continued pressure
on crew costs and weaker market rates.

The John Fredriksen-controlled compa-
ny is paying $0.25 in dividends per share
for the quarter, which is in line with the
payment in the fourth quarter of 2007.
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Green backing in
 
‘Prestige’ appeal
 
Environmental 
groups have joined 
Spain in calling 
for a trial on 
the merits. 
Bob Rust Stamford 

Environmental groups are taking 
sides with the Spanish govern­
ment and against the American 
Bureau of Shipping (ABS) in 
seeking to keep alive Spain’s bil­
lion-dollar lawsuit over the Pres­
tige oil spill. 

In January, New York federal 
judge Laura Taylor Swain dis­
missed on jurisdictional grounds 
the lawsuit seeking to hold ABS 
responsible for the November 
2002 sinking and oil spill of the 
81,000-dwt tanker Prestige (built 
1976). ABS declared the matter 
dead but Spain has appealed the 
dismissal to the US Second Cir­
cuit court of appeals. 

This week, international envi­
ronmental lobbying group Oceana 
along with US-based National Re­
sources Defense Council (NRDC) 
joined Spain in calling for a trial 

THE ‘PRESTIGE’:The bow floats above water moments before sinking off the 
coast of north-west Spain in 2002 Photo: Scanpix 

on the merits. In an amicus curi­
ae, or “friend of the court” brief, 
the green groups warn that class 
will yield to economic pressures 
to lower its standards as “gate­
keeper to the world’s oceans” if 
shielded from responsibility. 

Without direct accountability 
for negligence, the groups urge, 
class will be at the mercy of own­
ers and shipyards who “class­
hop” or shop around for the most 
lenient standards of enforcement 
available. 

ABS had successfully argued 
that under the International Con­
vention on Civil Liability for Oil 
Pollution Damage (CLC), to 
which Spain but not the US is a 
signatory, Spain cannot sue it in 
the US. 

The lower court also agreed 
that classification societies have 
the same status under the CLC as 
“the pilot or any other person 
who without being a member of 
the crew performs services for 
the ship”. Unless such service-

providers are reckless in their ac­
tions, the CLC imputes or “chan­
nels” their potential oil-spill lia­
bility to the shipowner, at the 
same time as it limits the 
shipowner’s liability. 

The environmental groups ar­
gue that this is a mistake because 
class, rather than being a servant 
of the owner who pays the bill, 
also serves all interested parties 
in marine commerce including 
flag states, port states, insurance 
underwriters, charterers, cargo 
interests and the public. 

“To treat classification soci­
eties as just another entity serving 
the shipowner during the voyage 
is to ignore the vital role that clas­
sification societies perform for 
the world at large,” the groups 
urged in a 32-page brief. 

They cite with approval the ex­
ample of a Paris court’s decision, 
also in January, to hold Italian 
class society Rina criminally and 
civilly liable in the 1999 oil spill 
of the 37,000-dwt products 
tanker Erika (built 1975). 

Spain has submitted an appeal 
brief but responses and counter-
responses will continue into the 
summer and no action on the 
question of the dismissal is likely 
before autumn. 


