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OFF COURSE

Swedes
dump
‘dodgy’
vessel

Adam Corbett London

Three workers have been seri-
ously injured in a yard explo-
sion in southern Japan. 

The accident occurred during
welding work carried out at
Universal Shipbuilding’s Yoko-
hama facility.

The work involved the instal-
lation of a ladder in a water tank
on board a multipurpose (MPP)
ship under construction at the
facility.

Universal Shipbuilding is a
joint venture comprising the
newbuilding divisions of Hi-
tachi Zosen and NKK Corp.

The incident comes as a sur-
prise as it follows a number of
similar accidents in Japan that
have heightened concerns over
safety.

Three workers died at Kawasa-
ki Heavy Industries’s yard at
Kobe while carrying out mainte-
nance on a crane in August.

That was preceded by the
death of a two subcontract
workers in an explosion while
applying coatings at IHI Marine
United’s Aichi plant.

It looks like being another bad
year for shipyard deaths in the
Far East despite efforts to bol-
ster safety.

There were 17 fatalities re-
ported at South Korean yards up
to August, as compared with 35
for the whole of last year.

October is turning out to be a
bad month for yards in the
country, with a spate of fatalities
in serious accidents reported at
Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine
Engineering, Hyundai Heavy In-
dustries and Hyundai Samho.

The number of serious inci-
dents has been increasing as the
yards get busier. All the major
yards in Korea have embarked
on safety campaigns but they
have not yet managed to stem
the number of accidents.

Another yard accident
adds to safety pressure

IN BRIEF
Owners complain about
price of new seafarer levy
A new levy to enable ratings from rich
countries to work on flag-of-convenience
(FOC) ships will cause problems, employ-
ers admit.

The controversial Developed Economy
Ratings (DER) levy, hailed as a break-
through by unions, is seen by some owners
and managers as too high a price to pay
for the benefits received following negoti-
ations at the International Bargaining Fo-
rum (IBF).

The International Maritime Employers
Committee (Imec), one of the IBF partners,
admits that questions about the levy were
raised at its general assembly in London
last week.The meeting confirmed its ac-
ceptance of the new two-year deal, includ-
ing an 8% rise in crew costs, with the In-
ternational Transport Workers’ Federation
(ITF).

In a statement, the London-based
group says concessions made by the ITF
“on certain policy issues” in return for the
levy are regarded as “beneficial” but later
it refers to “obvious downsides”.

Imec chairman Ian Sherwood said:“We
have had to deal with some critical and
sensitive issues and try to find compromis-
es that would allow each side to agree to
move forward rather than back away and
run the risk of breaking up a system that

both sides value.” He adds that the discus-
sions within Imec confirmed the IBF deal
“despite obvious downsides” and provid-
ed a number of “incentives and advan-
tages that could not have been obtained
otherwise”.

Seafarer dies in gang fight
Police in the UK port city of Southampton
are investigating the death of a seafarer
after he was involved in a fight with a
gang of youths.

The unnamed Indian national from Goa
died when he and a colleague left a pub in
the city and became involved in a row with
a crowd of up to 20 teenagers.

The 32-year-old cook, although injured,
managed to make it back to the dock
gates at the Fawley oil terminal, where he
collapsed and died.

Police have made three arrests and say
the attack on Saturday night had been
“totally unprovoked” but add that it did
not appear to have been racially motivat-
ed.

The two seafarers had arrived at the
terminal the day before on Torm’s Mar-
shall Islands-flag, 37,200-dwt products
tanker Garonne (built 2004).

Boxships collide off Greece
Two boxships collided off the coast of
Thessaloniki about three kilometres (1.9
miles) off the coast of the northern Greek
port on Sunday morning.

The accident involved the 919-teu Geo
Milev (built 1984) and another boxhip
said to fly the Panama flag and reportedly
called Helena.

There is not believed to be any substan-
tial damage to either unit and no pollution
has been reported.

Earlier last week, a collision between a
handymax bulker and a Greek general car-
goship in Thessaloniki Port left the master
of the cargoship dead.The Cypriot nation-
al drowned after his vessel, the Diamond
1, sank following a collision with the
47,300-dwt Dubai Guardian (built 1997),
which escaped without any serious dam-
age.

World Food Programme
ship attacked
A UN-chartered vessel carrying aid for the
World Food Programme escaped a pirate
attack.

The 8,190-dwt multipurpose (MPP) ves-
sel Jaikur II (built 1977) was attacked on
Sunday by pirates on speed boats off the
coast of Somalia.

The UN agency received a distress call
from a Somali contractor who came under
attack about 96 kilometres (60 miles) off
the port of Brava, south of the capital, Mo-
gadishu.

The Comoros-flag, SNTM-CNAN-con-
trolled ship, which had unloaded 7,000
tonnes of food, was heading for Mombasa
in Kenya.The crew was unhurt.

Adam Corbett London

The 25-year-old bulker Evan-
gelia (built 1982), now trading
under the name Evdokia and re-
cently highlighted as a substan-
dard ship by port-state control
(PSC), has been ditched by its
protection-and-indemnity (P&I)
insurer, the Swedish Club.

Swedish Club chairman Frans
Malmros tells TradeWinds that
the ship is “no longer with us”.

The 64,000-dwt ship, which
had serious corrosion in deck fit-
tings and exhaust fumes that
made the crew ill, threatened to
embarrass the Swedish Club as
TradeWinds exposed its failings
in the week that Malmros empha-
sised the club’s quality creden-
tials.

In a statement following the
club’s board meeting in Bangkok,
Malmros said there would be “no
deviation from the current policy
of taking only quality hull busi-
ness as this is in the interests of
mutuality”.

He added: “With this in mind,
we see no justification for a
change in tactics in the foresee-
able future.”

Along with the change in insur-
er, the ship has had a recent
change of ownership. It was un-
der the control of Greece’s Evan-
gelos Zoupas when it was held in
Hamburg but after being repaired
and released, it was sold to Lon-
don-based Ocean Agencies.

The vessel has been tracked by
the International Transport Work-
ers’ Federation (ITF) after it was
alerted by the crew in Hamburg,
who were concerned about their
worsening health. That led to the
PSC inspection.

The ITF says their records
show the vessel is now trading in
the Mediterranean and Black Sea
area.

A Scandinavian
insurer has struck
off an embarassing
‘rustbucket’.

FRANS MALMROS:The “Evangelia”, now called “Evdokia” is ‘no longer with us’. Photo: Gillian Whittaker 
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Adam Corbett London

Large numbers of passenger in-
juries in Japanese waters follow-
ing high-speed ship collisions
with objects as diverse as whales
and floating logs is prompting a
safety review.

The marine department of
Japan’s Ministry of Land Trans-
port and Infrastructure is to focus
on the design of seating and seat-
belt arrangements in high-speed
ships. It plans to hold a collision
test in April next year to come up

with new technical specifica-
tions.

The move has been prompted
by a number of accidents.

In the most recent serious inci-
dent, an elderly woman died of a
brain haemorrhage and 27 other
passengers were injured when a
South Korean ferry hit a whale off
Busan in April.

The 267-gt Kobee V (built
1978) was heading from Fukuo-
ka, Japan, to Busan when the ac-
cident happened.

In three years, there have been

seven such collisions on the trad-
ing route between Japan and
South Korea.

In March 2006, six people were
injured when the high-speed fer-
ry Beatle hit a whale on the route
between South Korea and Japan.

In a separate development,
both Japan and Korea are working
toward establishing a joint vessel-
traffic service in shared waters
between the two countries.

The idea is to improve safety
and swap information on traffic
in the area.

Japan to probe speedy-ship safety

Adam Corbett London

A leading open register has said it
is ready to back the growing
movement to make safety audit-
ing mandatory for flag authori-
ties.

The Marshall Islands, run by
International Registries Inc (IRI),
says it wants to see the current
voluntary auditing scheme for In-
ternational Maritime Organisa-
tion (IMO) member states turned
into a requirement.

The voluntary member-state
audit scheme has been lauded as
completing the safety chain
through providing an independ-
ent assessment of a flag authori-
ty’s performance in enforcing the
international maritime conven-
tions.

So far around 30 IMO member
states have put their name for-
ward for auditing since the
scheme started in 2005. The find-
ings remain confidential.

The Reston, Virginia-headquar-
tered Marshall Islands flag
weighs in with a fleet of nearly 38
million gt and is the world’s fifth-
largest register.

Its support could add consider-
able momentum to the push to
make auditing mandatory, with
other national flags Japan and the
UK also voicing support for the
idea.

IRI’s Bill Gallagher said: “We
think it should be mandatory and
that if it can be made mandatory,
it should happen soon and we be-
lieve it will happen.”

He adds that a mandatory au-
diting would provide an industry
“benchmark” by which quality
could be gauged. He said: “The
world is changing, many people
say this or that flag authority is
‘fine’ but the whole industry has
to know exactly what the status of
a ship is or what the status of a
registry is.”

The Marshall Islands has been
through the IMO’s voluntary
member-audit scheme but has not
yet followed the UK and Swedish
national registries in making the
findings public.

Gallagher says he had no prob-
lem with making the details of
the audit report public and would
do so in the future. He adds that
the audit report of the Marshall
Islands, compiled by the UK and
Spanish flag states, contained a

number of “observations” mostly
around the management of the re-
cent decentralisation of its ma-
rine technical office and training.
He says the register has acted on
the observations to improve.

IRI’s Clay Maitland says the
Marshall Islands was audited by
national flag states that had some
difficulty in understanding the
workings of an open register. But
he adds that the process was to
the benefit of both parties.

He said: “It was a two-way
learning process. They learned
about what an open register does
and we learned about them.”

Amazingly, the auditors were
able to complete their report
without ever visiting the Mar-
shall Islands itself, centring their
study on the Reston headquarters
and other international offices.

Marshall
Islands backs
mandatory
safety audits

CLAY MAITLAND:The auditing process benefited both it and the two national
flags that undertook the Marshall Islands audit. Photo: Bob Rust

 

Industry may triumph in EU pollution row
 
Adam Corbett London 

Reports suggest an industry coali
tion has won its case against new 
European Union (EU) laws that 
criminalise shipowners and sea
farers for acts of accidental pollu
tion but tanker body Intertanko 
says it has not yet been notified. 

According to local sources, the 
European Court of Justice (ECJ), 
which heard the industry case 
against the European Ship Source 
Pollution directive in September, 
has ruled against the new EU law 

on a “technicality”. The ruling in
dicates the new law had not been 
drafted properly by EU govern
ments. 

However, a spokesperson for 
Intertanko, which is heading up 
the industry lobbying group 
made up of Lloyd’s Register, the 
Greek Shipping Co-operation 
Committee, the International Sal
vage Union, Intercargo and oth
ers, says it has not been informed 
of any developments. “I think we 
would have been told if anything 
had happened,” he said. 

The industry group’s case 
against the new law was based on 
the contention that it clashed 
with existing international con
ventions such as the Law of the 
Sea (Unclos). The group is also 
concerned over the legality use of 
the term “serious negligence” in 
defining criminality. 

In a previous ruling last year at 
the High Court in London, Justice 
Hodge said Intertanko and its in
dustry partners had a “well
founded case” and forwarded the 
matter to the ECJ. 
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