ACADEMIC ASPECTS

THE GRADING SYSTEM



The standard credit system used for courses at the University of Oslo is based on the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation system (ECTS). A full semester's work load consists of 30 credits (studiepoeng in Norwegian).

· Grades are awarded on a descending scale using alphabetic grades from A to E for passes and F for fail. An average of C is the requirement for admission to Master's Degree Programmes. 

· A pass/fail mark is given for some examinations. The pass/fail scale is applied as an independent scale with only two possible results, and is not connected to the graded alphabetic scale. 

The Norwegian grading scale is in compliance with the European Credit Transfer system, but it differs from the ECTS system in that it is qualitative, rather than quantitative. The distribution of awarded grades from a large number of exams within a time period of 3-5 years is still expected to match the quantitative distribution applied in the ECTS scale.

The general qualitative descriptions of the criteria used in the evaluation that forms the basis for exam marking are as follows: 

	A
	Excellent
	An excellent performance, clearly outstanding. The candidate demonstrates excellent judgement and a high degree of independent thinking

	B
	Very good
	A very good performance. The candidate demonstrates sound judgement and a very good degree of independent thinking

	C
	Good
	A good performance in most areas. The candidate demonstrates a reasonable degree of judgement and independent thinking in the most important areas

	D
	Satisfactory
	A satisfactory performance, but with significant shortcomings. The candidate demonstrates a limited degree of judgement and independent thinking

	E
	Sufficient
	A performance that meets the minimum criteria, but no more. The candidate demonstrates a very limited degree of judgement and independent thinking

	F
	Fail
	A performance that does not meet the minimum academic criteria. The candidate demonstrates an absence of both judgement and independent thinking


The UiO Faculty of Law has supplemented the letter-scale with criteria to be considered in making the letter-grade determination. Each assignment is to be considered in its totality according to the following criteria. These are merely guiding principles, however, without any single criterion being of greater importance or having any specific weight toward the grade.

· Ability to identify an issue or problem, even a unique one.

· Knowledge and understanding of a subject area and any relevant background.

· Understanding of the dynamic relationship between law and politics with a solid comprehension of the difference between de lege lata and de lege ferenda.

· Ability to apply knowledge through the formulation of a defensible analysis or solution.

· Ability to utilize relevant methodologies in support of a position.

· Independent ability to reason critically.

· Ability to communicate in a precise and systematic manner at an advanced level.

The grading of examinations and thesis are anonymous (students are identified by exam numbers only). The grading of assignments are not (students are identified by name).

There is no cumulative grade or cumulative average. A “diploma supplement” (transcript) will state the degree received, each course taken, and the letter-grade received in each course.

ACADEMIC ASPECTS

EXAMINATION INFORMATION



Written examination

The exams endure for 6 hours, and they are all written exams. Since many of the international students are not used to this kind of exam, we will arrange an information meeting closer to the exam. At the information meeting we will give you some information regarding how to answer the exam questions, mock exams, rules about the auxiliary material – and you are free to ask questions. You are strongly advised to be present at this information meeting as you will get useful information here.                 More information about time and location will be provided on the course websites.
All exams at the Faculty of Law start at 10:00, but students should be present at the examination room at 8.30 (no later than 90 minutes prior to the time when the examination is scheduled to begin) because the auxiliary material is inspected for notes. There are three different sets of rules you should know of: 

- Guidance/instructions for examination candidates

- Auxiliary Materials

- Rules regarding references

Information regarding the different rule sets is given further below.
Examination dates

You will find the examination dates when you register your courses and exams in the Studentweb. The dates are also available on each course webpage. Exams are normally scheduled once a year. This means that if students are not satisfied with their result, or if they fail, a make-up exam is not given in the weeks after the exams. Students must retake the exam next time it is given as an ordinary exam (normally one year after). In some courses, exams are given on an ordinary basis every 6 months. Students should check the course website for when exam is given in due course. Students are allowed three attempts for each exam.

Previous examinations

A pamphlet with previous examinations is published every semester. You may also find previous exams at the following web-page: http://www.jus.uio.no/english/academics/previous.html
                                                                                                                                                                 Need for special examination arrangements                                                                                    Students who needs special examination arrangements must apply to the Law faculty in the prescribed manner and by the stipulated deadline (1 September/1 February), for such arrangements. An examination candidate whose need for special examination arrangements arises after the stipulated deadline, and who is able to certify that the need arose after the deadline, must submit an application as soon as possible after the need has arisen.

Withdrawal from exams (cancellation of exams)
The deadline for withdrawal from exams is two weeks before the date for your exam. Students withdraw from the exam(s) in the Studentweb.
 ACADEMIC ASPECTS

RULES FOR FINAL EXAMINATIONS



The final examination in each course has rules which are established by the University of Oslo. While any graded assignment or test prior to the final examination will have rules established by the instructor, the following rules are strictly enforced without exception at the final examination.                         

Make sure you follow the exam regulations and arrive early to the exam location so that the books and material can be inspected for notes. Every book of each student will be thoroughly examined before the exam begins, and books with any substantive notes will not be allowed during the exam. These will be confiscated, together with any books that have not explicitly been listed as reference texts for the exam in question.

1. Proof of identity (valid student and semester card) must be presented to the invigilator (examination administrator) when the student arrives at the exam location.

2. Candidates must arrive at least one and a half ( 90 minutes) hour before the examination begins. Candidates must find their seats before the exam starts. Candidates who arrive after the exam has started, shall be given preliminary access to write the exam, but the invigilator must immediately report to the Examination Office, who will make a decision.

3. The candidates bags and sacks are being checked prior to commencement of the exams, and any material that is not allowed during the exam, should be put aside.

4. Candidates are allowed six (6) hours to complete the examination.

If a candidate hands in a blank answer paper, s/he is considered to have withdrawn from the examination. Any candidate who has handed in answers will have her/his paper marked even if s/he gives notice that s/he does not wish to complete the examination.

Candidates who withdraw from the examination may not leave the examination room until one (1) hour after the commencement of the examination, and they are not allowed to take the examination paper or any draft copy (or notes) out of the examination room.

5. Candidates with valid grounds for absence from the examination have a right to sit for a new examination at a later date. This does not apply if the candidate has been present at the examination after the examination paper has been handed out.

6. During the examination, all conversation or other communication between candidates and between candidates and persons outside, including by cell phone, is forbidden. This also applies during “breaks.” Candidates must not leave their seats without permission from the invigilator, who will accompany the candidate. Lunch is not served, so candidates should bring with them food and drink (sandwich).

7. Cell phones should be switched off and be outside the reach of the candidate.

8. In the event that the examination room must be temporarily evacuated, the examination candidates must leave the room in groups together with the group’s invigilator, provided this can be done without causing dangerous situations. There must be no conversation between candidates during the evacuation.

9. Complaints concerning conditions in the examination room should as far as possible be addressed immediately to the chief invigilator and must be addressed to the Faculty of Law no later than one (1) week after the examination.

10. Writing paper and draft paper will be handed out in the examination room. Answers are to be written in ink or with a ball-point pen unless a candidate has been granted permission to use a pencil, on the basis of a medical certificate. All paper handed out shall be removed at the close of the examination.

Originals are to be handed in to the invigilator. Copies are to be torn off and kept by the candidates. Copies should be retained in case of any subsequent appeal.

11. Candidates’ names are not to be written on their examination papers. Each candidate will receive a candidate number, and only that number is to be used for identification. Candidates are given 15 minutes after the scheduled time to separate the originals from the copies.

ACADEMIC ASPECTS

GUIDELINES FOR FINAL EXAMINATIONS



In addition to the formal university rules for final examinations (on the previous page), the following guidelines may be helpful for preparations:

Auxiliary material allowed during the exams
General material
It is permitted to take into the exam all national and international legal instruments – i.e. treaties, conventions, directives, regulations, statutes and the like, in their officially published English version, in the form of books, offprints or photocopies.

Note! Any photocopy must indicate that it originates from a public document.

Dictionaries
Only dictionaries that do not contain legal definitions or explanations are allowed. The dictionary should just provide the ordinary meaning and exemplify the use of the word, and not give further information. This will typically be the case with, e.g. an English-English dictionary or a dictionary from one’s mother language to English and vice-versa.

Dictionaries which explain legal terminology, such as Oxford Dictionary of Law, and dictionaries with comprehensive encyclopaedia-like definitions, such as Le Quid, are not permitted.

Absolutely no electronic dictionaries or similar electronic devices are allowed. Home-made dictionaries and word lists (handwritten or electronic) are not permitted.

Recommended/ special material 
Prior to each final examination, students will be provided with a list of the substantive material that they are allowed to bring with them to the exam. In most courses this will include a compendium of legal  instruments that had been used during the course. In order for such material to be allowed in the exam, however, there can be absolutely no substantive notes written on any of the pages. Non-substantive cross-references from one treaty or section to another are allowed. The books will be checked prior to commencing the exam. Students should, therefore, refrain from writing notes in their instrument compendia if they intend to use them on an exam (when allowed). 

Notations. References 

The following rules apply (if in doubt, leave it out):

(1) Highlighting of words, phrases, sentences or paragraphs is allowed (including the use of any variety of colored highlighters, underlining, circling, or boxing); however, the highlighting in any way of individual letters is not permitted (as doing so could be used to make words which are substantive notes). Highlighting in dictionaries is permitted.

(2) The use of symbols is not allowed (including arrows, stars, bullet points, exclamation marks, quotation marks, etc.). It is allowed to draw a vertical line in the margins to draw attention to certain passages and it is allowed to number consecutively the paragraphs, sentences, or lines in a passage.

(3) Cross-references to other permitted auxiliary materials are allowed. References can be introduced with the following words only: see, compare, confer, amended, or repealed. The reference must be to something that is also included in the permitted auxiliary materials and use the numbering system that may exist therein or the numbers which a student has inserted to identify, for example, paragraphs (see subsection 2, immediately above) (e.g. See “UN Charter, Art. 1 (3)” as that document is already numbered, or “See UDHR, Preamble, para. 5” even though the preamble in that document is not numbered). Reference to any other annotation system which a student may have devised is not permitted. Reference to any material not included in the permitted auxiliary materials (such as cases, rules, or documents) is not permitted; for example, if a case or treaty is not in the permitted auxiliary material, no reference may be made to that case or treaty. No references are allowed in any dictionary.

(4) No substantive notes or marking may be written or pasted into any of the auxiliary materials. This is the case even if there has been an official amendment to a document that is included in the materials.

(5) References that in reality are not actually references to other permitted auxiliary materials are not allowed (such as hidden references to case law or study notes).

(6) Markings in auxiliary materials which violate these rules may be corrected with correction ink (‘white out’ or ‘liquid paper’).

Please note! Do not make marks in auxiliary material if you are unsure whether or not they are permitted. Marks that are not permitted will result in you not being able to use the materials during the examination, or this could lead to an annulment of your exam or an exclusion from the University of Oslo for up to one year.
References to cases/courts
Reference can be made to cases published in Rt. (Rettstidende, Judgments form Norway’s Supreme Court), RG (Rettens Gang, Judgments from Norwegian lower courts)  NJA (Nytt Juridiskt Arkiv, Judgments from Sweden’s Supreme Court) and UfR (Ugeskrift for Retsvæsen, decitions from Denmark’s Supreme and lower courts), decisions of the Court of Justice of the European Communities and Court of First Instance of the European Communities, the EFTA Court, ICJ (International Court of Justice) and ECHR (European Court of Human Rights).

Cases from the mentioned courts may be referred to with year and page, for instance Rt. 1974 p. 222. It is not permitted to refer to cases by their nicknames.

Rulings from international and supranational courts may be referred to by using the case’s official name, parties and/or serial number (example: European Court of Human Rights, Case D v. United Kingdom, 02.05.1997). It is permitted to refer to decisions by using the name of only one of the parties, if necessary by abbreviation (example: “SETTG” instead of Sindesmos ton en Elladi Turistiokon ke Taxidiotikon Grafion v. Ypourgos Ergasias).
References to other cases or courts can also be permitted. Students should check each course webpage for further information, as additional cases or courts should be mentioned there.
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ADVICE ON TAKING A SIX-HOUR EXAMINATION

The following guidelines may be helpful in preparation of and when taking an examination at the Faculty of Law of the University of Oslo:
· It is quality, not quantity that is graded on an examination.
· When you receive the exam paper, do not start writing immediately. You have six hours! First read the instructions very carefully so you are certain to understand what is expected of you.
· If the exam or a part of the exam gives you an opportunity to choose a question to answer from a number of alternatives, first read all the questions from which you may choose. Take some time to select the question to which you can write the best answer. Think about how you would answer each question, making notes or a brief outline of the major points in your potential answer. Then make your selection.
· Before beginning to address a question, understand what it is asking. Are there different sub-questions? Is it a story in which you must identify the specific questions yourself?
· Before beginning to write your answer, plan what you are going to write. Not only will your answer be easier to read for a grader, but it will also be more convincing of the point you are trying to make because it will progress through the answer in a logical manner.
· When writing your answer, concentrate on the question(s) that are being asked.
· When writing your answer, divide it into distinct sections. You may use separate titles for each section.
· Try to avoid plainly repeating what is stated in the reading list or what was said in class. A superior answer is one that can analytically apply the course material to analyze a question, develop problems, and present materials, opinions, and reasons.
· As much as possible (but usually not a requirement), make any presentation of the law source-based: (1) identify explicitly the relevant phrase or expression from a statute or treaty; and (2) identify the relevant part of a case which decides the question or supports your contention.
· You should write clearly and legibly in essay format, using well-worded English. Neither your use of language nor aesthetic presentation will be graded, but both are the foundation for communicating your answer to the person who will grade it.
ACADEMIC ASPECTS

PROCEDURES FOR APPEALING AN EXAMINATION GRADE



A student has the right to appeal a grade in order to attain a review of its accuracy. There is neither a formal nor informal penalty for an appeal. It a right held by a student in which faculty members will not take offense if it is exercised.

Procedure for Appeal of a Written Examination

The following is an informal translation from the publication Utfyllende forskrift om studiene og eksamener ved Det juridiske fakultet with explanatory annotations in a smaller, non-script font.

§ 37 (1) After the exam results are posted, candidates (students) have the right to be informed of the grounds for the result as long as a request is made within one week of the posting of the results. At the discretion of the marker, requests made after one week may be entertained, but no request will be accepted after the expiration of three weeks from the posting of the exam results.

§ 37 (2) Request for grounds shall be directed to one of the markers who has determined the mark, if known by the candidate. Grounds shall normally be given within two weeks of the candidate’s having submitted a request

If the markers are not known by the student or a student does not wish to approach the marker directly, a request for grounds can be submitted in writing to the Academic Affairs Officer.

§ 37 (3) Grounds are given either in written or oral form at the discretion of the marker.

§ 38 (1) Candidates can submit a written appeal within three weeks of the posting of the exam results. If a candidate has filed a request for grounds, the deadline for submitting an appeal shall be three weeks from the date the candidate received grounds.

§ 38 (2)(b)  Appeals regarding written exams must be submitted in written form, addressed to the Faculty of Law.

The person to whom such appeals shall be submitted is the Academic Affairs Officer. The written appeal should consist of two documents: (1) a cover letter with the student’s name, address personal number (11 digits), and candidate number; and (2) a page which can be identified as your formal appeal stating only the student’s examination number, title of the exam, the date of the exam, and the grounds for appealing. The second document should be submitted in two copies.

§ 38 (3) The candidate shall state the grounds on which the appeal is based.

Students are required to articulate grounds for an appeal. Simply disagreeing with the mark is insufficient. This statement should be very short—approximately one paragraph.

§ 38 (4) New markers are appointed and the papers are graded by them.

The exam is graded by two entirely new markers who will make their own, independent evaluation of the exam. The grade can increase, stay the same, or decrease.

ACADEMIC ASPECTS

DISCIPLINARY MEASURES



Any necessary disciplinary proceedings or measures that involve violations of academic rules and norms will be dealt with by the University of Oslo. Any other issues may be the subject of other committees or bodies within the university system or legal authorities in Norway.

Specifically prohibited are cheating and plagiarism. So that there is no mistake as to what this entails, the following definitions are provided:

Cheating is the violation of any rule or regulation in an exam or any other form of test or evaluation in an attempt to improve one’s grade or evaluation. So too is the falsification and/or fabrication of data. Cheating is also the assistance of anyone else in such an endeavor.

Plagiarism is the failure in a thesis, essay, or other written exercise to acknowledge ideas, research, or language taken from others. For example, using word-for-word or even paraphrasing the language of a UN Report without attributing the source of that language is plagiarism. Using another’s idea without attributing the idea to the person who conceived it is also plagiarism.

Sanctions which may be imposed are reprimand, probation, suspension, or dismissal from the master’s program. Dismissal of a student holding a scholarship will result in the revocation of that scholarship.

A student accused of a violation of these rules and norms will be afforded the opportunity to present a case in defense of the accusation.
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